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ABSTRACT 
 
Regional Integration has been perceived as a mechanism for sustained growth & development 
for many small developing countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. Despite the endogenous and 
exogenous shocks experienced in the Eurozone, small developing countries such as ECOWAS 
with marginal world market share see intra-trade as a mechanism to sustain growth and 
promote harmony among member countries. What can policy makers in West African countries 
do to empower and strengthen trade within its boarder? This paper explores the effect of intra-
regional trade on growth and development in ECOWAS using the United Nations trade data and 
World Development Index data from 1998-2010.  Our estimates will inform the extent to which 
intra-trade can contribute to trade and development within West African boarder.  
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